The Mission of Grace Hill Is to Gather People to the Table of Christ, Who Is the Bread of
Life, to Be Transformed by His Grace, Renewed in His Truth, and Sent on His Mission.
“For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and
all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them
God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 6 Now these things took place as examples for us, that we
might not desire evil as they did. … Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our
instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.” ~1 Corinthians 10.1-6, 11

January 10, 2021
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: New City Catechism, Question #2
Question: What is God?
Answer: God is the creator and sustainer of everyone and everything. He is eternal, infinite, and
unchangeable in his power and perfection, goodness and glory, wisdom, justice, and truth. Nothing
happens except through him and by his will.
Welcoming Each Other
Giving Worship to God: Offering
Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Ezra 1.1–11; 2.1–5, 40–42, 58, 64–70
In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing:
“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the
earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Whoever is
among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in
Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem. 4 And
let each survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and
gold, with goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.”
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Then rose up the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the
Levites, everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the LORD that is in
Jerusalem. 6 And all who were about them aided them with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, with
beasts, and with costly wares, besides all that was freely offered. 7 Cyrus the king also brought out the
vessels of the house of the LORD that Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and placed
in the house of his gods. 8 Cyrus king of Persia brought these out in the charge of Mithredath the
treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. 9 And this was the number of
them: 30 basins of gold, 1,000 basins of silver, 29 censers, 10 30 bowls of gold, 410 bowls of silver, and
1,000 other vessels; 11 all the vessels of gold and of silver were 5,400. All these did Sheshbazzar bring
up, when the exiles were brought up from Babylonia to Jerusalem.
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2 1 Now these were the people of the province who came up out of the captivity of those exiles whom
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried captive to Babylonia. They returned to Jerusalem and
Judah, each to his own town. 2 They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah. The number of the men of the people of Israel:
3
the sons of Parosh, 2,172. 4 The sons of Shephatiah, 372. 5 The sons of Arah, 775, … .
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The Levites: the sons of Jeshua and Kadmiel, of the sons of Hodaviah, 74. 41 The singers: the sons of
Asaph, 128. 42 The sons of the gatekeepers: the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of Talmon,
the sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, and the sons of Shobai, in all 139. … 58 All the temple servants
and the sons of Solomon’s servants were 392.
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The whole assembly together was 42,360, 65 besides their male and female servants, of whom there
were 7,337, and they had 200 male and female singers. 66 Their horses were 736, their mules were
245, 67 their camels were 435, and their donkeys were 6,720.
68
Some of the heads of families, when they came to the house of the LORD that is in Jerusalem, made
freewill offerings for the house of God, to erect it on its site. 69 According to their ability they gave to the
treasury of the work 61,000 darics of gold, 5,000 minas of silver, and 100 priests’ garments.
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Now the priests, the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the temple
servants lived in their towns, and all the rest of Israel in their towns.
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives
Sermon: God is Leading Us through All the Chapters of His Grand Story
Series: The Grace and Work of Leading: Rebuilding God’s People for Worship in Ezra
Outline:
1. Broadly, God Leads and Instructs Us through the Example of Israel, v.1
2. Specifically, God Leads First and then God Stirs Us Up to Lead, v.1–5
3. Widely, God Has Many Roles in Leading, v.70

The Vision of Grace Hill Is to Love God and Love Our Neighbor and Love God and …
Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Prayer
God, we confess we define ourselves more by our personal histories than how we fit into the grand
story of Your people. We are often leading for ourselves, seeking our own desires and comforts, but
You are leading and calling us to lead as participants in Your story.
Father, You are leading a single grand story towards Your new heavens and new earth. Our doing
anything requires You to lead first. Enable us to see You acting. And then stir up our hearts, too, (v.5)
to lead ourselves in Your grand story. Build and rebuild us as truer worshipers, redeemed by Christ’s
sacrifice, renewed by the Holy Spirit, emboldened as Your people journeying to Your fulfilled Kingdom.
Private Reflection
The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ
“If they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—and you are angry with them and give
them to an enemy, so that they are carried away captive to a land far or near, yet if they turn their heart
in the land to which they have been carried captive, and repent and plead with you in the land of their
captivity, saying, ‘We have sinned and have acted perversely and wickedly,’ if they repent with all their
heart and with all their soul in the land of their captivity to which they were carried captive, and pray
toward their land, which you gave to their fathers, the city that you have chosen and the house that I
have built for your name, then hear from heaven your dwelling place their prayer and their pleas, and
maintain their cause and forgive your people who have sinned against you. Now, O my God, let your
eyes be open and your ears attentive to the prayer of this place.” ~2 Ch 6:36–40
Responding to the Lord with Worship
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will,
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and
ever. Amen. (Heb. 13.20–21)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Announcements:

•
•

•

•
•

CORE Zoom Pin: 989209
New City Catechism: Please make plans to use the New City Catechism book and website at
Home at least one day a week. This article speaks to how our kids are already being catechized by
our broader context: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/catechize-kids/
Growing Leaders/Disciples Monthly Meeting: the Session invites everyone to schedule the
Fourth Wednesday of the Month to join us for a Growing Leaders/Disciples meeting. First meeting
on Zoom Tuesday, January 26th at 7pm, finishing before 8:15pm.
Virtual Missions Conference by Mission to the World. February 19-20, 2021. Sign up! Put it in
you calendar! https://mtw.org/opportunity-details/virtual-missions-conference
Worship in Offering: Three ways to worship the Lord with your tithes and offerings
o Use your bank’s BillPay system to give to Grace Hill
o Send a physical check
o Use our mobile giving option (either as a guest or by setting up an account):
https://faithlife.com/grace-hill-church/give, or
https://tinyurl.com/ul68txo, or
Simply text the word Give with the amount (e.g. Give 100) to 919 296 1330.

Grace Hill seeks to live by and testify to the grace and truth of Jesus Christ (John 1.14–18). We
are affiliated with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian denomination
with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and truth. Our pastor is Ross Durham. He can be
reached at ross@gracehillnc.org or by cell phone at 919.593.2169. Our Youth Director is Daniel
Havener, daniel@gracehillnc.org. Our Worship Music Director is Kayli Havener,
kayli@gracehillnc.org. Our Communications Coordinator is Andrea Sterling,
andrea@gracehillnc.org Address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500, Hillsborough, North
Carolina 27278 www.gracehillnc.org; Facebook: Grace Hill Church; Twitter: @gracehillchurch;
Instagram: gracehillnc

