The Mission of Grace Hill Is to Gather People to the Table of Christ, Who Is the Bread of
Life, to Be Transformed by His Grace, Renewed in His Truth, and Sent on His Mission.
[Sermon quotes on back of bulletin]

October 31, 2021
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: New City Catechism, Question #42
Question: How is the Word of God to be read and heard?
Answer: With diligence, preparation, and prayer; so that we may accept it with faith, store it in our
hearts, and practice it in our lives.
Welcoming Each Other
Giving Worship to God: Offering
Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading
Nehemiah 9:22-27; Genesis 17:4-8, Deuteronomy 6:10-11, Leviticus 26:40-42
Nehemiah 9:22-27
Genesis 17:4-8
“And you gave them kingdoms and peoples “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the
and allotted to them every corner. So they
father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your
took possession of the land of Sihon king of name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham,
Heshbon and the land of Og king of
for I have made you the father of a multitude of
23
Bashan. You multiplied their children as
nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will
the stars of heaven, and you brought them
make you into nations, and kings shall come from
into the land that you had told their fathers
you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and
24
to enter and possess. So the descendants you and your offspring after you throughout their
went in and possessed the land, and you
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you
subdued before them the inhabitants of the and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and
land, the Canaanites, and gave them into
to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all
their hand, with their kings and the peoples the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I
of the land, that they might do with them as will be their God.”
they would. 25 And they captured fortified
Deuteronomy 6:10-11
cities and a rich land, and took possession
“And when the Lord your God brings you into the land
of houses full of all good things, cisterns
that he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and
already hewn, vineyards, olive orchards and
to Jacob, to give you—with great and good cities that you
fruit trees in abundance. So they ate and
did not build, 11 and houses full of all good things that you
were filled and became fat and delighted
did not fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and
themselves in your great goodness.
vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant—and
26
“Nevertheless, they were disobedient and
when you eat and are full…”
rebelled against you and cast your law
Leviticus 26:40-42
behind their back and killed your prophets,
who had warned them in order to turn them But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their
fathers in their treachery that they committed against me,
back to you, and they committed great
and also in walking contrary to me, 41 so that I walked
blasphemies. 27 Therefore you gave them
contrary to them and brought them into the land of their
into the hand of their enemies, who made
enemies—if then their uncircumcised heart is humbled
them suffer. And in the time of their
and they make amends for their iniquity, 42 then I
suffering they cried out to you and you
heard them from heaven, and according to will remember my covenant with Jacob, and I will
remember my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with
your great mercies you gave them saviors
Abraham, and I will remember the land.
who saved them from the hand of their
enemies.
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives
Series: God’s Story Helps Us Pray: Nehemiah 9
Sermon: God’s Fulfilled Promises Help Us to Pray
Outline:
1. We are to Praise God for his Fulfillment. (v. 22-24)
2. We are to Praise God for his Blessings. (v. 25)
3. We are to Praise God for his Mercy. (v. 26-27)

The Vision of Grace Hill Is to Love God and Love Our Neighbor and Love God and …
Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Prayer
Lord, we confess that we have not worshiped You as the Promise Keeper through the ages. Our daily
struggles have distracted us from acknowledging You as the source of all blessings. We have not
praised You for the abundance of Your mercy.
Father, today we see Your work of fulfillment even more clearly than the Israelites. We see how You
have kept Your promise of blessing and salvation through Jesus our savior and hope. We celebrate
how Your Spirit is pouring out continual mercy on us as we grow more like You. Thank you that Your
word and Spirit guide us into celebration and praise of You.
Private Reflection
The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ
But after they had rest they did evil again before you, and you abandoned them to the hand of their
enemies, so that they had dominion over them. Yet when they turned and cried to you, you heard from
heaven, and many times you delivered them according to your mercies. ~Nehemiah 9:28

Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign
to remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him. While Jesus
spent time with everyone, he also shared the bread and cup only with those who followed him. Children who have
not yet become communing members should not take the bread and cup but talk with our pastor or an elder about
their personal faith.
We are currently celebrating the Lord’s Supper by remaining seated, with time to personally remember Jesus’
death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we encourage you to
use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
*Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup (Prayer for Those Searching for Truth)
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of
following you as I consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me,
and let me know the reality of your love and glory. Give me an understanding of you that is captivating,
convincing—that leads to You Yourself and the life You promise. Amen.
Responding to the Lord with Worship
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by
the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. (Heb. 13.20–21)
Quotes:
Thus Israel lived in the land of the Amorites. And Moses sent to spy out Jazer, and they captured its villages and
dispossessed the Amorites who were there. Then they turned and went up by the way to Bashan. And Og the king of
Bashan came out against them, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei. But the Lord said to Moses, “Do not fear him, for I
have given him into your hand, and all his people, and his land. And you shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of the
Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.” So they defeated him and his sons and all his people, until he had no survivor left. And
they possessed his land. ~Numbers 21:31-35
For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his
glory. ~2 Corinthians 1:20
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Announcements:
• CORE Zoom Pin: 989209
• Worship in Offering: Three ways to worship the Lord with your tithes and offerings
• Use your bank’s BillPay system to give to Grace Hill
• Send a physical check
• Use our mobile giving option (either as a guest or by setting up an account):
https://faithlife.com/grace-hill-church/give or text the word “Give” to 919 296 1330.
Grace Hill seeks to live by and testify to the grace and truth of Jesus Christ (John 1.14–18). We are affiliated with the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian denomination with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and
truth. Our pastor is Ross Durham. He can be reached at ross@gracehillnc.org or by cell phone at 919.593.2169. Our Youth
Director is Daniel Havener, daniel@gracehillnc.org. Our Worship Music Director is Kayli Havener, kayli@gracehillnc.org.
Our Communications Coordinator is Kayli Havener, kayli@gracehillnc.org Address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500,
Hillsborough, North Carolina 27278 www.gracehillnc.org; Facebook: Grace Hill Church; Twitter: @gracehillchurch;
Instagram: gracehillnc

