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Grace flows from the cross of Christ
July 25, 2010
“Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.” Isaiah 1:18 (ESV)
In the intoxication of youthful successes I had felt myself to be infallible, and I was therefore cruel. In the surfeit of power I was a
murderer and an oppressor. In my most evil moments I was convinced that I was doing good, and I was well supplied with systematic
arguments. It was only when I lay there on rotting prison straw that I sensed within myself the first stirrings of good. Gradually it was
disclosed to me that the line separating good and evil passes not through states, nor between classes, nor between political parties
either, but right through every human heart, and through all human hearts.
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago (1973).
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He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he has borne our grief and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed
him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. Isaiah 53:3–5 (ESV)

Welcome
Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song (see sheet)
Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Apostle’s Creed, 4th c.)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only
Son, our Lord: Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He arose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand Of God the Father Almighty, from
where He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. (* Universal church)
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to their classrooms)
 Meeting for Prayer and discussion, Thursday July 28th 6:30 pm at Grace Hill. Bring your Pies.
Prayers of the People
Giving Back to God: Offering
(Please use the tear off section on the back and place it in the offering plate so that we can let you
know about up coming events.)
Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 11:26–12:10 (ESV)
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon: A Story for Our Healing
2 Samuel 11:26–12:10 (ESV)
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When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented over her husband. 27 And
when the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore
him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord. 1 And the Lord sent Nathan to David. He
came to him and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The
rich man had very many flocks and herds, 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which
he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children. It used to eat of his
morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now there came a
traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the
guest who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come
to him.” 5 Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the Lord
lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, 6 and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did
this thing, and because he had no pity.” 7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the

God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I gave you
your master’s house and your master’s wives into your arms and gave you the house of Israel and of
Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as much more. 9 Why have you despised the word of
the Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have
taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the
sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the wife of
Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’
Outline
1. We have a Love-Hate Relationship with Truth
2. God’s Unique Gift of Truth
3. Using our Truth-Oriented Gifts.

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A PSALM OF DAVID, WHEN NATHAN THE PROPHET WENT TO HIM, AFTER HE HAD
1
GONE IN TO BATHSHEBA. Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly
from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin
is ever before me. 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your
sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.
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Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart,
O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 11 Cast me not away from your presence, and
take not your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold
me with a willing spirit. (Psalm 51.1–12 (ESV))
Private Reflection
Assurance of Pardon
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He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 1 Peter 2:24
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper (Juice in the outer ring; wine in inner rings)
(The first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with
Jesus.)

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17
Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your identity.
Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness with
God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Grace Hill is a church that seeks to
live by and testify to the grace and
truth of Jesus Christ (John 1.14-18).
We are affiliated with the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church, a
denomination with a rich history of both Christ’s grace and truth.
Website: gracehillchurch.net; Facebook Group: Grace Hill
Church News; Twitter: Gracehillchurch
Worship and Office Location: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Ste. 500,
Hillsborough, NC 27278
Pastor: Ross Durham. C) 919 593-2169. B) 919 617-1792.
Email: ross@gracehillchurch.net
Worship Director: Michael Musser; Children’s Ministry CoDirectors: Robyn Musser and Kaylyn Fernandez

Please let us know about your visit with us. Also feel free to ask
any questions about Grace Hill:

Please send your name, email address, and mailing
address via txt to 919 593 2169 or email to
info@gracehillchurch.net. or

Fill out the following and place in the basket during
“Giving back to God.”
Name: ______________________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________
Phone Number: _______________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________
______________________________________

