Worship
January 2, 2011
Whoever has not beheld Herod’s building [the temple] has not seen anything beautiful in his life. (b. B. Bat. 4a)
Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take
counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away
their cords from us.” He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to
them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” I will
tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make
the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. (Psalm 2.1-8)
Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you
who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who
has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a
hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first. (Matt 19.28-30)
Welcome
Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Apostle’s Creed, 4th c.)
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to their classrooms)
Community Together: Prayers of the People
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please complete the section on the back and give it during the offering so we can let you know about up coming events.
Gifts to Grace Hill support the ongoing life and work of our community under the oversight of the church session; in
addition to expenses, our budget maintains a goal for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of mission locally and globally.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Matthew 2.13-23
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod
is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by
night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent
and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under,
according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
!
18!
“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her
!
!
children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20
saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the childʼs
life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a
city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a
Nazarene.”
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
Outline:
1. Jesus Comes with Unique Goodness
2. Jesus Comes as the Climax to the Story
3. Jesus Comes for a New Beginning

Jesus is Also Our King

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Jesus, you are a King; the true leader we need: good, able, promised, at work now, coming to
renew all things. But we confess we have thought of you too much in terms of a mere baby in a
manger or even as a personal assistant in our problems and wants. Forgive us that our own
goodness looks nothing like yours.
Although we chaff against being led, we desire to make the risky request that you lead us
according to your goodness, your strength, your vision to set all things right. Help us to know
you as our King. Grow our trust that we would yield to you. Let us see in you the hero, savior,
king we need; help us to follow you and as a result be of true service to those around us.
Private Reflection
Words of Forgiveness
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(1 John 1.8,9)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Grace Hill is a church that seeks to live by and testify to the grace and truth of Jesus
Christ (see John 1.14-18). We are affiliated with the Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church, a denomination with a rich history of Christ’s grace and truth.
Our pastor is Ross Durham; he can be reached by email at ross@gracehillchurch.net
or by cell phone at 919.593.2169.
Our Worship Director is Michael Musser and our Children’s Ministry
Co-Directors are Robyn Musser and Kaylyn Fernandez.
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Please let us know about your visit with us!
Also feel free to ask any questions about
Grace Hill.

Your Name

_______________________________________

Email Address

_______________________________________

Please fill out the form to the right and place
in the offering basket during “Giving back to
God.”

Phone Number _______________________________________

Or if you prefer you can send your name,
email address, and mailing address by txt to
919 593 2169 or by email to
info@gracehillchurch.net.

Mailing Address _______________________________________
_______________________________________
Please add me to the Grace Hill “Events and Updates Email.” (easy unsubscribe)

