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So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. And when all our enemies heard of it, all
the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem, for they perceived that this work had been
accomplished with the help of our God. (Nehemiah 6.15,16)

Welcome
Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Apostle’s Creed, 4th c.)
Being Part of the Community: Baptism of Eden Ellis Scout Nivens
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to their classrooms)
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please use the tear-off on the back so we can let you know about up coming events. Gifts to Grace Hill support the life
and work of our community; our budget maintains for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of local and global mission.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Nehemiah 8.1-18
8 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra
the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the
priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what
they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the square before the
Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who
could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the
scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood
Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael,
Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened
the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the
people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,”
lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the
ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah,
Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people
remained in their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the
sense, so that the people understood the reading.
9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the
people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat
and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our
Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the
people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way
to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the
words that were declared to them.
13 On the second day the heads of fathers’ houses of all the people, with the priests and the Levites,
came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the Law. 14 And they found it written in
the Law that the Lord had commanded by Moses that the people of Israel should dwell in booths during
the feast of the seventh month, 15 and that they should proclaim it and publish it in all their towns and
in Jerusalem, “Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy
trees to make booths, as it is written.” 16 So the people went out and brought them and made booths
for themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the
square at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. 17 And all the assembly of those
who had returned from the captivity made booths and lived in the booths, for from the days of Jeshua
the son of Nun to that day the people of Israel had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing. 18
And day by day, from the first day to the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept
the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule.
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
Now the Community Needs to be Rebuilt
1. To What do You Turn to Renew a Community?
2. What is to be the Central Emotion of the Christian Community?
3. You Want me to do What?

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Lord, we too go from times of survival to times of renewal. But as the people told Ezra to bring
the book of Moses, we confess we ask for things to be brought that do nothing to refocus us in
worship. The people came to profound understanding in your word. We often read quickly and
forget. We see our lack of understanding in experiencing little of their ‘great rejoicing’.
Father, help us to be your people. Let us understand; let us rejoice; let us reflect. It is your
word that you call us to, that we might know you in multi-faceted relationship. May we rejoice
because Jesus has brought us so close to you. May your Spirit work in us the authentic signs of
knowing you: desire for you through your word, rejoicing, and attention to what you say.
Private Reflection
Words of Forgiveness
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(1 John 1.8-9)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Grace Hill is a church that seeks to live by and testify to the grace and truth of Jesus
Christ (see John 1.14-18). We are affiliated with the Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church, a denomination with a rich history of Christ’s grace and truth.
Our pastor is Ross Durham; he can be reached by email at ross@gracehillchurch.net
or by cell phone at 919.593.2169.
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Please let us know about your visit with us!
Also feel free to ask any questions about
Grace Hill.

Your Name

_______________________________________

Email Address

_______________________________________

Please fill out the form to the right and place
in the offering basket during “Giving back to
God.”

Phone Number _______________________________________

Or if you prefer you can send your name,
email address, and mailing address by txt to
919 593 2169 or by email to
info@gracehillchurch.net.

Mailing Address _______________________________________
_______________________________________
Please add me to the Grace Hill “Events and Updates Email.” (easy unsubscribe)

