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… and there are more sophisticated police that are more "cultural" or "spiritual," more noble. But every
institution destined to enforce the law is a police. An academy is a police, whether in the sense of a university or
of the Academie Francaise, whose essential task is to enforce respect for and obedience to the French language,
to decide what ought to be considered "good" French, etc. Derrida, Limited Inc., p. 135.
Though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had
acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. (1 Timothy 1.13-15)
Welcome, Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Apostle’s Creed, 4th c.)
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to their classrooms)
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please use the tear-off on the back so we can let you know about up coming events. Gifts to Grace Hill support the life
and work of our community; our budget maintains for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of local and global mission.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Nehemiah 9.1-3,6-19, 32-33.
Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of Israel were assembled with fasting and in
sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. 2 And the Israelites separated themselves from all foreigners
and stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers. 3 And they stood up in their place
and read from the Book of the Law of the Lord their God for a quarter of the day; for another quarter of
it they made confession and worshiped the Lord their God.
6 “You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the
earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of
heaven worships you. 7 You are the Lord, the God who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the
Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham. 8 You found his heart faithful before you, and made with
him the covenant to give to his offspring the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite,
the Jebusite, and the Girgashite. And you have kept your promise, for you are righteous.
9 “And you saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry at the Red Sea, 10 and
performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of his land, for
you knew that they acted arrogantly against our fathers. And you made a name for yourself, as it is to
this day. 11 And you divided the sea before them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on dry
land, and you cast their pursuers into the depths, as a stone into mighty waters. … 13 You came down
on Mount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven and gave them right rules and true laws, good
statutes and commandments, 14 and you made known to them your holy Sabbath and commanded
them commandments and statutes and a law by Moses your servant. 15 You gave them bread from
heaven for their hunger and brought water for them out of the rock for their thirst, and you told them to
go in to possess the land that you had sworn to give them.
16 “But they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their neck and did not obey your
commandments. 17 They refused to obey and were not mindful of the wonders that you performed
among them, but they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But
you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
and did not forsake them. 18 Even when they had made for themselves a golden calf and said, ʻThis is
your God who brought you up out of Egypt,ʼ and had committed great blasphemies, 19 you in your great
mercies did not forsake them in the wilderness.
32 “Now, therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and
steadfast love, let not all the hardship seem little to you that has come upon us, upon our kings, our
princes, our priests, our prophets, our fathers, and all your people, since the time of the kings of Assyria
until this day. 33 Yet you have been righteous in all that has come upon us, for you have dealt faithfully
and we have acted wickedly.
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
1. The Big Story
2. The Big Problem
3. The Solution
4. The Critical Piece

Solving the Big Problem in the Big Story

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Lord, there are many things we need to talk about. We seldom reflect on your great mercy and
goodness as seen in your story. We choose to live in our own story instead. We miss that you
are a Father filled with steadfast love and truth. We think you are a God with rules. We try to
maintain our rightness before you in spite of our actions. We blame you for our unfaithfulness.
But we admit that, unlike any other, you are true and you forgive. This magnifies your
greatness. And we admit that we need both. We remember what it cost to be both, to show us
both. Thank you Jesus that you came with manifold grace and truth, giving mercy and
maintaining justice for us at the price of your own life upon the tree of the cross. Amen.
Private Reflection
Words of Forgiveness
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(1 John 1.8-9)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.
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