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Act Three: Will the crime get solved? Will the aliens take over? Will the Home Team win? Almost always there’s a secret
that needs to be revealed, a final twist that complicates the protagonist’s actions one last time. This action will build, in the
last 15 minutes, to a concluding conflict or goal climax sequence that will resolve the action plot and reveal the secret.
(Classic Hollywood Movie Structure, http://faculty.sgc.edu/rkelley/Classical%20Hollywood%20Screenplay
%20Structure.htm)

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith. … I press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own. (Phil 3.7-9, 12)

Welcome, Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Apostle’s Creed, 4th c.)
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to their classrooms)
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please use the tear-off on the back so we can let you know about up coming events. Gifts to Grace Hill support the life
and work of our community; our budget maintains for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of local and global mission.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Nehemiah 13
4 Now before this, Eliashib the priest, who was appointed over the chambers of the house of our God,
and who was related to Tobiah, 5 prepared for Tobiah a large chamber where they had previously put
the grain offering, the frankincense, the vessels, and the tithes of grain, wine, and oil, which were given
by commandment to the Levites, singers, and gatekeepers, and the contributions for the priests. 6
While this was taking place, I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king of
Babylon I went to the king. And after some time I asked leave of the king 7 and came to Jerusalem, and
I then discovered the evil that Eliashib had done for Tobiah, preparing for him a chamber in the courts
of the house of God. 8 And I was very angry, and I threw all the household furniture of Tobiah out of the
chamber. 9 Then I gave orders, and they cleansed the chambers, and I brought back there the vessels
of the house of God, with the grain offering and the frankincense.
10 I also found out that the portions of the Levites had not been given to them, so that the Levites and
the singers, who did the work, had fled each to his field. 11 So I confronted the officials and said, “Why
is the house of God forsaken?” ... 14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out
my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God and for his service.
15 In those days I saw in Judah people treading winepresses on the Sabbath. … 17 Then I confronted
the nobles of Judah and said to them, “What is this evil thing that you are doing, profaning the Sabbath
day? 18 Did not your fathers act in this way, and did not our God bring all this disaster on us and on this
city? Now you are bringing more wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath.” … Remember this also in
my favor, O my God, and spare me according to the greatness of your steadfast love.
23 In those days also I saw the Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. … 25
And I confronted them and cursed them and beat some of them and pulled out their hair. ... 26 Did not
Solomon king of Israel sin on account of such women? Among the many nations there was no king like
him, and he was beloved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel. Nevertheless, foreign
women made even him to sin. 27 Shall we then listen to you and do all this great evil and act
treacherously against our God by marrying foreign women?”
28 And one of the sons of Jehoiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was the son-in-law of Sanballat
the Horonite. Therefore I chased him from me. 29 Remember them, O my God, because they have
desecrated the priesthood and the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites.
30 Thus I cleansed them from everything foreign, and I established the duties of the priests and
Levites, each in his work; 31 and I provided for the wood offering at appointed times, and for the
firstfruits. Remember me, O my God, for good.
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
1. “Really, the Story Ends Like This?”
2. “What am I Supposed To Do Now?”
3. “How Do I Find Hope Here?”

When Our Story Isn’t Going Well

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Lord, we usually get blind sided when our stories take a turn for the worse. We find ourselves
expecting Hollywood endings. Someone else’s bracket may crash, but not our own. We take
our expectations from many places but not from the your script. We connect to many other
stories but so seldom your master story.
Father, thank you that in Jesus, our stories do not stand alone. You have graciously chosen our
small stories to become part of your big story. We have confidence in you that no matter our
current scene, you have written a new ending for us. Your loyal love, solidified for us in Jesus’
victory is our hope. May your perfect hesed loyalty to us, enable us to live hesed to you.
Private Reflection
Words of Forgiveness
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(1 John 1.8-9)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.
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