Worship
Sunday, September 5, 2010
Welcome
Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song (see sheet)
Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Apostle’s Creed, 4th c.)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only
Son, our Lord: Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
arose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand Of God the Father
Almighty, from where He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. (* Universal church)
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to their classrooms)
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please use the tear off section on the back and place it in the offering plate and we will let you know about up coming
events.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading
Acts 17.16-28 (ESV)
16

Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the
city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in
the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others
said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the
resurrection. 19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this
new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to
know therefore what these things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there
would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.
22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way
you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also
an altar with this inscription, ʻTo the unknown god.ʼ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I
proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed
anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one
man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and
the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel
their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28 for ʻIn him we live
and move and have our beingʼ; as even some of your own poets have said, ʻFor we are indeed his
offspring.ʼ”
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
The Gift of Truth

Dr. Chris Lundberg

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Father, we hear true words but we so often insist that they serve us instead of yielding that they
might lead and transform us. We see true acts but we consider them only interesting and are
unchanged by them. We use truth on others but we excuse ourselves from both it’s call and thus
benefit it desires to bestow. Forgive us, Father.
Teach me that Christ cannot be the way if I am the end. May the truth in Jesus illuminate the
darkness in me, establish the wavering in me, comfort the pain in me and accomplish in me your
good. Thank you for Jesus, who is truth with both strength and compassion: who is my true
sacrifice and my true road to walk in.
Private Reflection
Words of Forgiveness
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8.31-32)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.”
2 Thess. 2: 16, 17

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Grace Hill is a church that seeks to live by and testify to the grace and truth of Jesus
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Our pastor is Ross Durham and can be reached by email at ross@gracehillchurch.net
or by cell phone at 919.593.2169.
Our Worship Director is Michael Musser and our Children’s Ministry
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