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June 12, 2011
On the same day, author Rebecca Pippert attended two very different events: a graduate-level psychology
class at Harvard University and a Christian Bible study adjacent to Harvard. She offered the following
observations on how the two groups addressed (or failed to address) their faults, problems, and sins:
First, the students in the graduate-level psychology class were extraordinarily open and candid about
their problems. It wasn't uncommon to hear them say, "I'm angry," "I'm afraid," "I'm jealous" …. Their
admission of their problems was the opposite of denial. Second, their openness about their problems
was matched only by their uncertainty about where to find resources to overcome them. Having
confessed, for example, their inability to forgive someone who had hurt them, [they had no idea how
to] resolve the problem by forgiving and being kind and generous instead of petty and vindictive.
One day after the class, I dropped in on a Bible study group in Cambridge. The contrast was striking.
No one spoke openly about his or her problems. There was a lot of talk about God's answers and
promises, but very little about the participants and the problems they faced. The closest thing to an
admission of sin or a personal problem was a reference to someone who was "struggling and needs
prayer."
"The psychology class, seemed to have all the problems and no answers; the Bible study had all the
answers and no problems." (Rebecca Pippert, Hope Has Its Reasons (InterVarsity Press, 2001), pp. 31-32)

Welcome
Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Nicene Creed, 4th c.)
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to Children’s Worship)
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please use the tear-off on the back so we can let you know about up coming events. Gifts to Grace Hill support the life
and work of our community; our budget maintains for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of local and global mission.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Galatians 6.1 - 5
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a
spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one anotherʼs
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing,
he deceives himself. 4 But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in
himself alone and not in his neighbor. 5 For each will have to bear his own load.
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon The Law of Christ: Bearing One Another’s Burdens
Chris Garrett
1. Burden-Bearing and the Law of Christ, v. 1-2
2. Assertive Pride and Timid Pride, v. 3
3. Testing One’s Own Work, v. 4-5

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Father, we struggle with spiritual compassion. We find social, physical or emotional compassion can
come quickly. But we confess we often lack the real concern and willingness to act for each other in
our spiritual difficulties--to restore, to bear burdens. Yet this is part of what you have called us to in
the law of Christ. Please forgive us.
Thank you Jesus for how you bore our sins, rescuing us from our dire transgressions. Thank you
also that you have given us the ability and the call to help each other. May your Spirit create in us
spiritual empathy, true gentleness, and godly strength that we might help each other. Make us your
true people, growing as a community that is maturing by and because of your perfect sacrifice for us.
Private Reflection
Words of Forgiveness
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(1 John 1.8,9)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.
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Please let us know about your visit with us!
Also feel free to ask any questions about
Grace Hill.
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