Worship
February 20, 2011
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. … And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth. John 1.1,14
And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”
And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” Rev 19.9
“‘What is truth?’ is the question to which all other questions should be postponed. Every one wishes to have
Truth on his side; but it is not every one that sincerely wishes to be on the side of Truth.” Richard Whately, 1856
Welcome
Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Apostle’s Creed, 4th c.)
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to their classrooms)
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please use the tear-off on the back so we can let you know about up coming events. Gifts to Grace Hill support the life
and work of our community; our budget maintains for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of local and global mission.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Nehemiah 6.1-19, 7.1-2
6 Now when Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies heard that I had
built the wall and that there was no breach left in it (although up to that time I had not set up the doors
in the gates), 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come and let us meet together at
Hakkephirim in the plain of Ono.” But they intended to do me harm. 3 And I sent messengers to them,
saying, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. Why should the work stop while I leave it
and come down to you?” 4 And they sent to me four times in this way, and I answered them in the same
manner. 5 In the same way Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant to me with an open letter in his
hand. 6 In it was written, “It is reported among the nations, and Geshem also says it, that you and the
Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall. And according to these reports you wish to
become their king. 7 And you have also set up prophets to proclaim concerning you in Jerusalem,
‘There is a king in Judah.’ And now the king will hear of these reports. So now come and let us take
counsel together.” 8 Then I sent to him, saying, “No such things as you say have been done, for you
are inventing them out of your own mind.” 9 For they all wanted to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands
will drop from the work, and it will not be done.” But now, O God, strengthen my hands.
10 Now when I went into the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, who was
confined to his home, he said, “Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple. Let us
close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you. They are coming to kill you by night.” 11
But I said, “Should such a man as I run away? And what man such as I could go into the temple and
live? I will not go in.” 12 And I understood and saw that God had not sent him, but he had pronounced
the prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 For this purpose he was
hired, that I should be afraid and act in this way and sin, and so they could give me a bad name in order
to taunt me. 14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, according to these things that they did,
and also the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who wanted to make me afraid.
15 So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 And when all
our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem, for
they perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God. 17 Moreover, in those
days the nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and Tobiah’s letters came to them. 18 For many
in Judah were bound by oath to him, because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah the son of Arah: and
his son Jehohanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah as his wife. 19 Also they
spoke of his good deeds in my presence and reported my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to
make me afraid.
7 Now when the wall had been built and I had set up the doors, and the gatekeepers, the singers, and
the Levites had been appointed, 2 I gave my brother Hanani and Hananiah the governor of the castle
charge over Jerusalem, for he was a more faithful and God-fearing man than many.
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
1. How to Navigate True and False Words
2. Why are We Navigating?
3. Where the False Words come from

Navigating True and False Words

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Lord, we often struggle in the flood of true and false words. In navigate them, we need your
wisdom and your discernment. But we also know that you call us to carry, speak and live words
of truth. And we too, are tempted to present what is false as true--to shave and twist, either a
little or a lot, so that we might get our agenda and purpose. Forgive us for our false speaking.
Father, thank you that your word is true and powerful. Jesus, thank you that your word is true
and gracious. Spirit, thank you that your word is true and intimate, resulting ultimately in the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Lead us to your truth. Teach us your true words. Form us to be
truth itself, by your scriptures and the presence of your son, the true Word made flesh. Amen.
Private Reflection
Words of Forgiveness
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(1 John 1.8-9)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.
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