March 10, 2012
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
danger, or sword? As it is written,
	

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor
life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom 8.35-39)
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him
we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. (Rom 5.1-4)
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir
through God. (Gal 4.4-7)

Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Sharing Our Callings: Emily Toher
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to Sunday School)
Giving Worship to God: Offering
(Gifts to Grace Hill support the life and work of our church community. Twenty percent of gifts also go to local and global mission,
including Samaritan Health Clinic, Justice Matters, Young Life, and church planting in N. American and Asia.)

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Philippians 4.10 - 23
10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were
indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I
have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how
to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger,
abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the
beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving
and receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and
again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18 I have received full
payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant
offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply every need of yours
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory forever and ever.
Amen.
21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me greet you. 22 All the saints greet
you, especially those of Caesar’s household.
23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
1. Why does Paul Not Say “Thank You?”
a. Contentment (v.10-13)
b. Culture (v.14-20)

Radical Relationship with Money

To live out a hopeful, credible, Biblical picture of God's grace and truth in Jesus Christ and to grow together in maturity and mission.

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Father, forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. (Matthew 6.12,13)
Father, we confess our struggles with our culture’s temptations and patterns towards money. We
think money may add to our contentment because it promises security or comfort, because it
makes us feel powerful or in control. Grow in us a renewed relationship with money because you
have given us a radical relationship with Christ. Ground us in a Christ-contentment that does not
require the balancing of shifting, temporal concerns. Grace us with the fulness we see in Paul
and the Philippians because of the peace, status, and power that Christ has won for us.
Private Reflection
The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will
transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to
subject all things to himself. (Phil 3.20, 21)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him. While Jesus spent time
with everyone, he also shared the bread and cup only with those who followed him. Children who have not yet become
communing members should not take the bread and cup but talk with our pastor or an elder about their personal faith.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.

*Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2:16, 17
Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life.
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you
as I consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is
true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality
of your identity. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful
than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved
and accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying
my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and
rightness with God. Knowing that you have been raised
from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as
my Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Backyard Bible Club sign up Now.

