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I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2.20)
But this most excellent righteousness, the righteousness of faith, which God imputes to us through
Christ without works … is a merely passive righteousness, while all the others … are active. For here
we work nothing, render nothing to God; we only receive and permit someone else to work in us,
namely, God. Therefore it is appropriate to call the righteousness of faith or Christian righteousness
“passive.” (Luther, Preface to Galatians)
A Christian is free from all things and over all things so that he needs no works to make him righteous
and save him, since faith alone abundantly confers all these things. Should he grow so foolish, however, as
to presume to become righteous, free, saved, and a Christian by means of some good work, he would
instantly lose faith and all its benefits, a foolishness aptly illustrated in the fable of the dog who runs along
a stream with a piece of meat in his mouth and, deceived by the reflection of the meat in the water,
opens his mouth to snap at it and so loses both the meat and the reflection. (Luther, The Freedom of a
Christian)
This is a righteousness hidden in a mystery, which the world does not understand. In fact, Christians
themselves do not adequately understand it or grasp it in the midst of their temptations. Therefore it
must always be taught and continually exercised. And anyone who does not grasp or take hold of it in
afflictions and terrors of conscience cannot stand. For there is no comfort of conscience so solid and
certain as is this passive righteousness. (Luther, Preface to Galatians)

Welcome
Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Nicene Creed, 4th c.)
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to Children’s Worship)
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please use the tear-off on the back so we can let you know about up coming events. Gifts to Grace Hill support the life
and work of our community; our budget maintains for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of local and global mission.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Galatians 4.8-20
Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. 9 But
now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to
the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be once more?
10 You observe days and months and seasons and years! 11 I am afraid I may have labored over you
in vain.
12 Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You did me no wrong.
13 You know it was because of a bodily ailment that I preached the gospel to you at first, 14 and though
my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me as an angel of God,
as Christ Jesus. 15 What then has become of the blessing you felt? For I testify to you that, if possible,
you would have gouged out your eyes and given them to me. 16 Have I then become your enemy by
telling you the truth? 17 They make much of you, but for no good purpose. They want to shut you out,
that you may make much of them. 18 It is always good to be made much of for a good purpose, and not
only when I am present with you, 19 my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth
until Christ is formed in you! 20 I wish I could be present with you now and change my tone, for I am
perplexed about you.
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
1. Our Spiritual Journeys
2. Paul Offends Us
3. The Difference it Makes

Jesus Math: Addition Doesn’t Work

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Lord, we confess we struggle with your sufficiency. Some of us are in process to understand
and believe it. Others of us know you are very good but we doubt that you will deliver
everything we need. And so Jesus, we add to you either idolatrous works or idolatrous
pleasures so that we might make either God or the world be good to us. But we are enslaved.
Jesus, making you small is a travesty, because you are worth more than we can ever count.
And trying to add anything to you only makes us poorer. You give so much. You came and
redeemed us, but also adopted us, and gave us Godʼs Spirit, and made us heirs of God, and
even have given us the right to cry out “Abba, Father.” Convince us that you alone are sufficient.
Private Reflection
Words of Forgiveness
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me. (Gal 2.20)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17
Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, giving me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.
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