!

Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and
ashes. I prayed to the Lord my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments … (Dan 9.3-4)	


!

In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall
your offspring be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he
was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No unbelief made him
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that
God was able to do what he had promised. That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” But the
words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be counted to us who
believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our
justification. (Romans 4.18-25)	
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Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: New City Catechism #47 (Newcitycatechism.com)
Does the Lord’s Supper add anything to Christ’s atoning work?
No, Christ died once for all. The Lord’s Supper is a covenant meal celebrating Christ’s atoning work; as
it is also a means of strengthening our faith as we look to him, and a foretaste of the future feast. But
those who take part with unrepentant hearts eat and drink judgment on themselves.
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to Sunday School)
Giving Worship to God: Offering
(Gifts to Grace Hill support the life and work of our church community. Twenty percent of gifts also go to local and global mission,
including Samaritan Health Clinic, Justice Matters, Young Life, and church planting in N. American and Asia.)

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Genesis 15
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your
reward shall be very great.”
2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my
household will be my heir.”
4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall
be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you
are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
7 And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to
possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring
me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he
did not cut the birds in half. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them
away.
12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell
upon him. 13 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land
that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will
bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions.
15 As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they
shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed
between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I
give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites,
the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon!
!
!
God’s Covenant Helps Us Pray
1. God’s Covenant Means We Always Have Access with Him.!
2. God’s Covenant Means We Can Bring our Doubts and Disappointments to Him.!
3. God’s Covenant Means He has an Answer when We are the Problem.

!Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin

The Mission of Grace Hill is to live out a hopeful, credible, Biblical picture of God's grace and truth in Jesus Christ and to grow together in maturity and mission.

Public Prayer
Our Father, you know our frailty: in mind, heart, faith, and endurance. If you had entered into a
contract with us, it would be hopeless because we could not, can not, keep our true obligations. !
But hope of hope, you have entered into a covenant with us. You promise yourself as our shield
and reward, and you call us to faith and faithfulness. But joy of joy, your gracious promises are
even greater. You walked between the pieces, for us, and you alone have sworn to your harm to
uphold our relationship. !
And awe of awe, this is how we now live. We have failed you with trespasses. Forgive us. But
thank you that Jesus was delivered up for our trespasses in our place. Since we have such a
privileged covenant relationship with you, help us to believe in faith, to pray with confidence and
honesty, and to follow you with joy, passion and endurance.!
Private Reflection
The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8.9)!
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him. While Jesus spent time with
everyone, he also shared the bread and cup only with those who followed him. Children who have not yet become
communing members should not take the bread and cup but talk with our pastor or an elder about their personal faith.

!

On the fourth Sunday of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and cup and for
a prayer of blessing. The second Sunday, we remain seated, with time to personally remember Jesus’ death and resurrection
for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we encourage you to either come forward for prayer or
use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.

*Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will,
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and
ever. Amen. (Heb 13.20-21)

!

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your identity.
Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to you yourself and the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and accepted
that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness with God.
Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

Calendar

!

KNO: 8/8
VBS: July 14-17

Grace Hill seeks to live by and testify to the grace and truth of Jesus Christ (John 1.14-18). We
are affiliated with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian denomination
with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and truth.
Our pastor is Ross Durham. He can be reached by email ross@gracehillchurch.net or by cell
phone at 919.593.2169.
Our Worship Director is Michael Musser (mike@gracehillchurch.net) and our Children’s Ministry
Directors are Robyn Musser and Kaylyn Fernandez (robyn@ and kaylyn@gracehillchurch.net)

!
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Address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500, Hillsborough, North Carolina 27278 919.617.1792
www.gracehillchurch.net
Facebook: Grace Hill Church
Twitter: @gracehillchurch

