Worship
July 10, 2011

Welcome
Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Nicene Creed, 4th c.)
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to Children’s Worship)
Giving Back to God: Offering

Please use the tear-off on the back so we can let you know about up coming events. Gifts to Grace Hill support the life
and work of our community; our budget maintains for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of local and global mission.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading
Mark 6.14 - 44
King Herod heard of it, for Jesusʼ name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has been
raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15 But others said,
“He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16 But when Herod
heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 17 For it was Herod who had sent
and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philipʼs wife,
because he had married her. 18 For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have
your brotherʼs wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But
she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he
kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.
21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military
commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 For when Herodiasʼs daughter came in and
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you
wish, and I will give it to you.” 23 And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to
half of my kingdom.” 24 And she went out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she
said, “The head of John the Baptist.” 25 And she came in immediately with haste to the king and
asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 And the
king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his
word to her. 27 And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring Johnʼs head. He
went and beheaded him in the prison 28 and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl,
and the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body
and laid it in a tomb.
30 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31 And he said to
them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and
going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a desolate place
by themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot
from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd,
and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began
to teach them many things. 35 And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a
desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36 Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside
and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 37 But he answered them, “You give them
something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread
and give it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.”
And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he commanded them all to sit
down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties.
41 And taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and
broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two
fish among them all. 42 And they all ate and were satisfied. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full
of broken pieces and of the fish. 44 And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon

Two Kingdoms, Two Kings

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Father, forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. (Matthew 6.12,13)
Lord, we confess that we are not the leaders you call us to be, nor the ones those around us need
us to be. We are all called to leadership in one context or another, but there are situations when we
abdicate, seasons when we self-indulge, times when we are merciless. Lord, have mercy on us.
Forgive us.
Private Reflection
The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ
Jesus is the great King. He leads and he serves. He has a just plan for all of creation but he also
knows our need. He teaches us; he prays for us; he feeds us. As the redeemer King, he decisively
lays down his life to pay the penalty for our sin and brings us into his Kingdom and family. In Him,
there is forgiveness. And he also equips us to lead with his grace and truth, by his Spirit.
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.” (Mark 10.45)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Grace Hill is a church that seeks to live by and testify to the grace and truth of Jesus
Christ (see John 1.14-18). We are affiliated with the Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church, a denomination with a rich history of Christ’s grace and truth.
Our pastor is Ross Durham; he can be reached by email at ross@gracehillchurch.net
or by cell phone at 919.593.2169.
Our Worship Director is Michael Musser and our Children’s Ministry
Co-Directors are Robyn Musser and Kaylyn Fernandez.
Address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Ste. 500, Hillsborough, NC 27278
Phone: 919.617.1792
Web: www.gracehillchurch.net Facebook Grace Hill Church News Group:Twitter: Gracehillchurch

Please let us know about your visit with us!
Also feel free to ask any questions about
Grace Hill.

Your Name

_______________________________________

Email Address

_______________________________________

Please fill out the form to the right and place
in the offering basket during “Giving back to
God.”

Phone Number _______________________________________

Or if you prefer you can send your name,
email address, and mailing address by txt to
919 593 2169 or by email to
info@gracehillchurch.net.

Mailing Address _______________________________________
_______________________________________
Please add me to the Grace Hill “Events and Updates Email.” (easy unsubscribe)

