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And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. (Acts 8.1-2)
Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. Philip went down to the city of Samaria and
proclaimed to them the Christ. (Acts 8.4,5)

Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord say, “The Lord will surely separate me from his
people”; and let not the eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.” For thus says the Lord: “To the eunuchs who
keep my Sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant, I will give in my house
and within my walls a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting
name that shall not be cut off. … these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of
prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a
house of prayer for all peoples.” (Isaiah 56.3-7)
	

Welcome

Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Community Together: Prayers of the People
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to Children’s Worship)
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please use the tear-off on the back so we can let you know about up coming events. Gifts to Grace Hill support the life
and work of our community; our budget maintains for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of local and global mission.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Acts 8.26-40
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an
Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all
her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”
30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited
Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was
this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself
or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he
told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they came to some
water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And
he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch,
and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried
Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found
himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came
to Caesarea.
Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
1. Philip shows how God Leads Us in Witness.
2. The Ethiopian shows how God Leads Us to Himself.

God’s Heart for Witness

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Father, forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. (Matthew 6.12,13)
Father, we confess we can forget that “witness” is your idea. We can denounce witness
because of certain harsh and arrogant expressions of it, but it is your plan. We can be too
fearful to think of ourselves as witnesses, but it is your purpose. Forgive us for not listening to
you and not believing that you enable us to follow you as you are at work in this world.
Private Reflection
The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ
Jesus is the good news. He is good news that calls and receives those whom God never intended
to be excluded. Jesus is God’s Son who enables us to be members in God’s family. He is also
Good News that says, “I was incarnated to bring life and salvation, and now I want my Gospel to be
incarnated in and through you.” In Christ we are forgiven and called to be his witnesses.
God exalted Jesus at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. (Acts 5.31)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17
Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.
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Please let us know about your visit with us!
Also feel free to ask any questions about
Grace Hill.
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in the offering basket during “Giving back to
God.”
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info@gracehillchurch.net.
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