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My own analogy, as I now first perceived, suggested the opposite: if Shakespeare and Hamlet could ever meet, it
must be Shakespeare's doing. Hamlet could initiate nothing. … People who are naturally religious find difficulty in
understanding the horror of such a revelation. Amiable agnostics will talk cheerfully about "man's search for God."
To me, as I then was, they might as well have talked about the mouse's search for the cat. (Surprised by Joy, C. S.
Lewis)
So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the
fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied. (Acts 8.31)

Welcome
Prelude and Time for Reflection
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Nicene Creed, 4th c.)
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to Children’s Sunday School)
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please use the tear-off on the back so we can let you know about up coming events. Gifts to Grace Hill support the life
and work of our community; our budget maintains for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of local and global mission.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Acts 9:1-22
9 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest
2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he
approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 And falling to the
ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who
are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and
you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing
the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw
nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was
without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.”
And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight,
and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his
sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has
done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call
on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name
before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer
for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him
he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like
scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food,
he was strengthened.
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not
this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come
here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more
in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
1. The Glory of Jesus in Calling
2. The Glory of Jesus in Changing

Jesus’ Glory in Witness

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Father, forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. (Matthew 6.12,13)
Father, we confess we often do not believe you are strong enough--strong enough to call
anyone, more than powerful to use us. To the degree that witness challenges us, it is because
we donʼt have sufficient faith in you; but it is in witness that we see your heart, your strength,
your glory. Forgive us. Grow our faith. Open our eyes. Use us as your witnesses.
Private Reflection
The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ
Jesus is the pursuer. Out of love he comes but also with however much strength is needed to get
our attention. He calls us to saving faith and to living faith because he has such vast glory. He
forgives us but he calls us to witness because he wants us to know him with the depth that can only
come from saying, “Brother Saul.”
God exalted Jesus at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. (Acts 5.31)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a sign of remembrance, a holy sacrament, a means of grace, a
spiritual meal for all who believe in Jesus.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)

“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2.16, 17
Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen
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Please let us know about your visit with us!
Also feel free to ask any questions about
Grace Hill.
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Please fill out the form to the right and place
in the offering basket during “Giving back to
God.”

Phone Number _______________________________________

Or if you prefer you can send your name,
email address, and mailing address by txt to
919 593 2169 or by email to
info@gracehillchurch.net.
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_______________________________________
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