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“[The fear of the Lord] stands in front of the rest of the collection as the quintessential expression of the basic
spiritual grammar for understanding the book. … What the alphabet is to reading, notes to reading music, and
numerals to mathematics, the fear of the Lord is to attaining the revealed knowledge of the book. (Bruce Waltke,
Proverbs, p. 180-181)
And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who
had appeared to him twice and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods.
But he did not keep what the Lord commanded. Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this has been your
practice and you have not kept my covenant and my statutes that I have commanded you, I will surely tear the
kingdom from you and will give it to your servant. (1 Kings 11.9-12. 9)
And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” Then Satan answered the Lord and said,
“Does Job fear God for no reason? Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on
every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. But stretch out
your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” (Job 1.8-11)

Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Community Together: Prayers of the People
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to Sunday School)
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please use the tear-off on the back so we can let you know about up coming events. Gifts to Grace Hill support the life
and work of our community; our budget maintains for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of local and global mission.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Proverbs and others
1 The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of
Israel: 2 To know wisdom and instruction, to
understand words of insight, ... 7 The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise
wisdom and instruction.
Ex 14.30-31 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day
from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the
great power that the Lord used against the
Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord, and they
believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
Ex 20.20 Moses said to the people, “Do not fear,
for God has come to test you, that the fear of him
may be before you, that you may not sin.”
Gen 1.15 After these things the word of the Lord
came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am
your shield; your reward shall be very
great.”"
Ps 25.12-14 Who is the man who fears the Lord?
Him will he instruct in the way that he should
choose. 13 His soul shall abide in well-being, and
his offspring shall inherit the land. 14 The
friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him,
and he makes known to them his covenant.

Ps 130.4 But with you there is forgiveness, that
you may be feared.
Dt 6.1-5 “Now this is the commandment, the
statutes and the rules that the Lord your God
commanded me to teach you, that you may do
them in the land to which you are going over, to
possess it, 2 that you may fear the Lord your God,
you and your son and your sonʼs son, by keeping
all his statutes and his commandments, which I
command you, all the days of your life, and that
your days may be long. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel,
and be careful to do them, that it may go well with
you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the Lord,
the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a
land flowing with milk and honey.
4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is
one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
might.
Pr 14.27 The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life,
that one may turn away from the snares of death.
Pr 3.7-8 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the
Lord, and turn away from evil. 8 It will be healing to
your flesh and refreshment to your bones.

Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
1. What is the Fear of the Lord?
2. Why is it the Key to Proverbs?
3. What does it do?

The Key to Wisdom

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Father, forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. (Matthew 6.12,13)
Father the phrase “the fear of the Lord” has probably confused, angered, or saddened us. And
we may have feared your punishment or thought “friend” sufficient to summarized you or
rejected you altogether. But help us to know you rightly. Show us where we do not know you
as your truly are. Grow in us a proper complete fear for you; let us walk with you in joyful awe.
Private Reflection
The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ
Jesus is the greater Solomon. (Mt 12.42) He not only writes wisdom, but he lives it. He is our model
of walking in wisdom and the fear of the Lord. He is also our means of doing so, because he kept all
God’s commands and statues for us. We do not fear punishment from God because Jesus took it on
the cross. With him there is forgiveness that we might worship in awe and love.
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. (Luke 24.46-48)

Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17
Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.
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