Worship
November 20, 2011
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song
Community Together: Prayers of the People
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to Sunday School)
Giving Back to God: Offering
Please use the tear-off on the back so we can let you know about up coming events. Gifts to Grace Hill support the life
and work of our community; our budget maintains for twenty percent of gifts to go to works of local and global mission.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, Luke
Pr 3 My son, do not forget my teaching, but let
your heart keep my commandments, 2 for length
of days and years of life and peace they will add to
you.
3 Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake
you; bind them around your neck; write them on
the tablet of your heart. 4 So you will find favor and
good success in the sight of God and man.
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not
lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your
paths.
7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and
turn away from evil. 8 It will be healing to your
flesh and refreshment to your bones.
9 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the
firstfruits of all your produce; 10 then your barns
will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be
bursting with wine.
11 My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline or
be weary of his reproof, 12 for the Lord reproves
him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom
he delights.
Eccl 2.14 The wise person has his eyes in his
head, but the fool walks in darkness. And yet I
perceived that the same event happens to all of
them. 15 Then I said in my heart, “What happens
to the fool will happen to me also. Why then have I
been so very wise?” And I said in my heart that this
also is vanity. 16 For of the wise as of the fool
there is no enduring remembrance, seeing that in
the days to come all will have been long forgotten.
How the wise dies just like the fool! 17 So I hated
life, because what is done under the sun was
grievous to me, for all is vanity and a striving after
wind.
Eccl12.1 Remember also your Creator in the days
of your youth, before the evil days come and the

years draw near of which you will say, “I have no
pleasure in them”; … 11 The words of the wise are
like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the
collected sayings; they are given by one
Shepherd. 12 My son, beware of anything beyond
these. Of making many books there is no end, and
much study is a weariness of the flesh. 13 The end
of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and
keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty
of man. 14 For God will bring every deed into
judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or
evil.
Lk 19.12 He said therefore, “A nobleman went into
a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and
then return. 13 Calling ten of his servants, he gave
them ten minas, and said to them, ʻEngage in
business until I come.ʼ ... 16 The first came before
him, saying, ʻLord, your mina has made ten minas
more.ʼ 17 And he said to him, ʻWell done, good
servant! Because you have been faithful in a very
little, you shall have authority over ten cities.ʼ
18 And the second came, saying, ʻLord, your mina
has made five minas.ʼ 19 And he said to him, ʻAnd
you are to be over five cities.ʼ 20 Then another
came, saying, ʻLord, here is your mina, which I
kept laid away in a handkerchief; 21 for I was
afraid of you, because you are a severe man. You
take what you did not deposit, and reap what you
did not sow.ʼ 22 He said to him, ʻI will condemn you
with your own words, you wicked servant! You
knew that I was a severe man, taking what I did
not deposit and reaping what I did not sow?
23 Why then did you not put my money in the
bank, and at my coming I might have collected it
with interest?ʼ 24 And he said to those who stood
by, ʻTake the mina from him, and give it to the one
who has the ten minas.ʻ

Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon
1. Wisdom Grows through Investment
2. Wisdom Grows through Stewardship

Growing in Wisdom

To live out a hopeful, credible, Biblical picture of God's grace and truth in Jesus Christ
and to grow together in maturity and mission.
Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin
Public Reading
Father, forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. (Matthew 6.12,13)
Father, we confess we donʼt often think about the wisdom we will need tomorrow, next year or
even a decade from now. We get glimpses of our future need, but we are overwhelmed or we
donʼt know where to begin. But you promise that when we invest in relationship with you,
wisdom does grow. Forgive us for expecting instant downloads of wisdom. Help us to seek
you; help us to invest in wisdom, and steward what you have given us.
Private Reflection
The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ
The cross does not appear to be a sign of wisdom; a would be Savior executed for breaking the
peace and violating religious codes. But what appeared to be foolish was in reality wisdom because
Jesus looked ahead from heaven and saw people like you and me eternally separated from God.
He could have stayed but he invested himself and he came. What appeared to be weak had such
strength that it bridged the infinite divided between us and God. Jesus stewarded his resources in
such a costly but wise way that he heard the ultimate “Well done, Good and Faithful servant.” The
returns of investing himself thus are endless; his cross redeems us, his wisdom leads us, and one
day we will cast the crowns that he has given us at his feet in thanks and praise. (1 Cor 1.18-31,
Rev 4.10)
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel. It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and
cup and for a prayer of blessing. The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup. Whether you take the elements or not, we
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
*Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song
Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.” 2 Thess. 2: 16, 17
Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reason for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your
identity. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and
accepted that I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness
with God. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to
follow you as your faithful disciple. Amen.

Grace Hill Financial Information:
Average Monthly expenses (approx.):
Average monthly 2011 Core Group giving:
October 2011 Core Group giving:
Starting January 2012 monthly external giving reduced to:
Projected monthly shortfall starting Jan 2012 w/ Oct giving:

$14,000
$11,146
$9,154
$1,667
$3,179

Grace Hill is a church that seeks to live by and testify to the grace and truth of Jesus
Christ (see John 1.14-18). We are affiliated with the Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church, a denomination with a rich history of Christ’s grace and truth.
Our pastor is Ross Durham; he can be reached by email at ross@gracehillchurch.net
or by cell phone at 919.593.2169.
Our Worship Director is Michael Musser and our Children’s Ministry
Co-Directors are Robyn Musser and Kaylyn Fernandez.
Address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Ste. 500, Hillsborough, NC 27278
Phone: 919.617.1792
Web: www.gracehillchurch.net Facebook Grace Hill Church News Group:Twitter: Gracehillchurch

