
Worship
December 2, 2012

First Sunday of Advent

Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song 
Declaring What We Believe: Apostle’s Creed
Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to Sunday School) 
Giving Worship to God: Offering 

(Gifts to Grace Hill support the life and work of our church community. Twenty percent of gifts also go to local and global mission.)   

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading  Isaiah 1.1-20, 2.1-5
The vision of Isaiah the son of 
Amoz, which he saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem in the 
days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 
2 Hear, O heavens, and give 
ear, O earth; 
for the Lord has spoken: 
“Children have I reared and 
brought up, but they have 
rebelled against me. 
3 The ox knows its owner, and 
the donkey its master’s crib, but 
Israel does not know, my people 
do not understand.” 
4 Ah, sinful nation, a people 
laden with iniquity, offspring of 
evildoers, children who deal 
corruptly! They have forsaken 
the Lord, they have despised the 
Holy One of Israel, they are 
utterly estranged. 
5 Why will you still be struck 
down? Why will you continue to 
rebel? The whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faint. 
6 From the sole of the foot even 
to the head, there is no 
soundness in it, but bruises and 
sores and raw wounds; they are 
not pressed out or bound up or 
softened with oil. 
7 Your country lies desolate; 
your cities are burned with fire; 
in your very presence foreigners 
devour your land; it is desolate, 
as overthrown by foreigners. 
8 And the daughter of Zion is left 
like a booth in a vineyard, 
like a lodge in a cucumber field, 
like a besieged city. 
9 If the Lord of hosts had not left 
us a few survivors, we should 
have been like Sodom, and 
become like Gomorrah. 

10 Hear the word of the Lord, 
you rulers of Sodom! 
Give ear to the teaching of our 
God, you people of Gomorrah! 
11 “What to me is the multitude 
of your sacrifices? says the Lord; 
I have had enough of burnt 
offerings of rams and the fat of 
well-fed beasts; I do not delight 
in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, 
or of goats. 
12 “When you come to appear 
before me, who .has required of 
you this trampling of my courts? 
13 Bring no more vain offerings; 
incense is an abomination to 
me. New moon and Sabbath 
and the calling of convocations
— I cannot endure iniquity and 
solemn assembly. 
14 Your new moons and your 
appointed feasts my soul hates; 
they have become a burden to 
me; I am weary of bearing them. 
15 When you spread out your 
hands, I will hide my eyes from 
you; even though you make 
many prayers, I will not listen; 
your hands are full of blood. 

16 Wash yourselves; make 
yourselves clean; remove the 
evil of your deeds from before 
my eyes; cease to do evil, 
17 learn to do good; seek 
justice, correct oppression; bring 
justice to the fatherless, plead 
the widow’s cause. 
18 “Come now, let us reason 
together, says the Lord: though 
your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, 
they shall become like wool. 

19 If you are willing and 
obedient, you shall eat the good 
of the land; 
20 but if you refuse and rebel, 
you shall be eaten by the sword; 
for the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.” 

2 The word that Isaiah the son of 
Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem. 
2 It shall come to pass in the 
latter days that the mountain of 
the house of the Lord shall be 
established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be lifted up 
above the hills; and all the 
nations shall flow to it, 
3 and many peoples shall come, 
and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of 
Jacob, that he may teach us his 
ways and that we may walk in 
his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, 
and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the 
nations, and shall decide 
disputes for many peoples; and 
they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks; nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war 
anymore. 
5 O house of Jacob, come, let 
us walk in the light of the Lord. 

Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon                                    Doing Advent Well
1. The Problem of Advent is much Greater than We Think, 1.2-15

a. 1.2-4: Relational Estrangement, 1.5-9: Stubborn Sickness, 1.10: Filled, 1.11-15: Boredom
2. Repentance is much More about Colors than We Think, 1.16-20
3. Jesus Will Give Us much More than We Think, 2.1-5

Grace Hill Church



To live out a hopeful, credible, Biblical picture of God's grace and truth in Jesus Christ and to grow together in maturity and mission.

Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin 
Public Reading

Father, forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. (Matthew 6.12,13)
Father, Advent is an important part of your calendar.  You want us to remember Jesus’ birth and 
all that that set in motion.  But you also want us to wait expectantly for Him to come again with a 
peace and justice that is unheard of.  Help us to own our personal war and injustice against you.  
Bid us respond to your call: “Come now, let us reason together.”  Cleanse us from our deep 
crimson; make us white as snow.  Come quickly and be established as highest of the mountains. 

Private Reflection
The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ   

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.  
(Psalm 103.11,12)

Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper 
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to 
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel.  It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him.  While Jesus spent time 
with everyone, he also shared the bread and cup only with those who followed him.  Children who have not yet become 
communing members should not take the bread and cup but talk with our pastor or an elder about their personal faith.  

On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and 
cup and for a prayer of blessing.  The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally 
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup.  Whether you take the elements or not, we 
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
*Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.  

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)  
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good 
deed and word.”    2 Thess. 2:16, 17

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life.  
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you 
as I consider the reason for doing so.  If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality 
of your identity.  Give me an understanding of you that is 
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful 
than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved 
and accepted that I ever dared hope.  I thank you for paying 
my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and 
rightness with God.  Knowing that you have been raised 
from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as 
my Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Grace Hill Financial Information:
• Ave. Monthly expenses (approx.):               $14,500
• November 2012 giving:                                  10,007
• 2012 monthly external giving (ends 12/12):    1,667
• October 2012 balance                                  ($2826)
• Average Monthly 2011 giving:                       11,621
• YTD basic operating budget balance:           ($3048)

Grace Hill Upcoming Events and Opportunities:
* Next Large Group Wednesday Night Teaching, 

December 12th, 6:30 to 8:00pm.
* Small Groups in Churton Grove, Becketts Ridge, 

Orange County, and Chapel Hill.  See Ross for 
details.

* Recommendation for Family Interaction/
Teaching:  http://www.newcitycatechism.com

Grace Hill seeks to live by and testify to the grace and truth of Jesus Christ (John 
1.14-18).  We are affiliated with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a 
denomination with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and truth.

Our pastor is Ross Durham. He can be reached by email ross@gracehillchurch.net or by cell 
phone at 919.593.2169. 

Our Worship Director is Michael Musser (mike@gracehillchurch.net) and our Children’s 
Ministry Directors are Robyn Musser and Kaylyn Fernandez 

  (robyn@ and kaylyn@gracehillchurch.net)

Address:  515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500, Hillsborough, North Carolina  27278          Phone:  919.617.1792
Web: www.gracehillchurch.net          Facebook: Grace Hill Church          Twitter: @gracehillchurch
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