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He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Luke 1.32-33 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give 
knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the 
sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace., Luke 1.76-79. 

Welcome 

Prelude and Time for Reflection

Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song 

Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Apostle’s Creed, 4th c.)

Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to their classrooms) 

Community Together: Prayers of the People

Giving Back to God: Offering 
Please use the section on the back and place it in the offering plate and we will let you know about up coming events.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading  Isaiah 9.1-7
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the 
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, 
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
! 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
! ! those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
! 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; 
! ! they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
! ! as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
! 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, 
! ! the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
! 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
! ! and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
! 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
! ! and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
! ! Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
! 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
! ! on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
! ! with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 
! ! The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon  How to Prepare for the Christmas Season
Outline:
1. How to Handle the Dark around Us
2. How to Respond to the Gift before Us
3. How to Align Ourselves with God’s Purposes of the Gift

 



Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin 
Public Reading

Father, this very week we’ve needed an expert advisor, a powerful protector, a faithful true 
father, or an bringer of peace; but we have not turned to you for these things.  We’ve tried to 
craft them ourselves, or we’ve looked for them in places that are good, but not great enough to 
actually furnish them.  Forgive us that we have not come to you, believed you, sought you.
But your Son has been born and our Savior has been given that we might find these things truly, 
fully in Him.  Show us that His government is our order; may His peace settle our hearts secure; 
let justice flow for all in His Kingdom.  Open our eyes afresh to see the beginning of our new life 
in His birth, our new life secured in His death, and new life to the full in His coming again.

Private Reflection
Words of Forgiveness

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who 
fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.  
(Ps 103.11,12)

Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper 
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to 
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel.  It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him. 
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and 
cup and for a prayer of blessing.  The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally 
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup.  Whether you take the elements or not, we 
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song 

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)  
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good 
deed and word.”    2 Thess. 2: 16, 17

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I 
consider the reason for doing so.  If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your 
identity.  Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and 
accepted that I ever dared hope.  I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness 
with God.  Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church.  Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to 
follow you as your faithful disciple.  Amen. 

 Grace Hill is a church that seeks to live by and testify to the grace and truth of Jesus 
 Christ (see John 1.14-18).  We are affiliated with the Associate Reformed 
 Presbyterian Church, a denomination with a rich history of Christ’s grace and truth.
 Our pastor is Ross Durham; he can be reached by email at ross@gracehillchurch.net 
 or by cell phone at 919.593.2169. 
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Please let us know about your visit with us!  
Also feel free to ask any questions about 
Grace Hill.

Please fill out the form to the right and place 
in the offering basket during “Giving back to 
God.” 

Or if you prefer you can send your name, 
email address, and mailing address by txt to 
919 593 2169 or by email to 
info@gracehillchurch.net. 

Your Name  _______________________________________

Email Address  _______________________________________

Phone Number  _______________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________

  _______________________________________
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