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“The word within a word, unable to speak a word, Swaddled with darkness.  …  In the juvesence of the year 
came Christ the tiger…Us he devours.”  T. S. Eliot, Gerontion, 1920

“All this was a long time ago, I remember, And I would do it again, but set down
This set down
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly,
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,
But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.”     T. S. Eliot, The Journey of the Magi, 1927

Welcome 

Prelude and Time for Reflection

Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song 

Declaring What We Believe: Confession of Faith (Apostle’s Creed, 4th c.)

Welcoming Each Other (Kids may go to their classrooms) 

Community Together: Prayers of the People

Giving Back to God: Offering 
Please complete the section on the back and give it during the offering.  We will let you know about up coming events.

Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading  Phil 2.1-11
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in 
full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests 
of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives: Sermon  Another Christmas Story
Outline:
1. “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”—two expectations about Christmas
2. “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”—or, he humbled himself…even to death on a cross.
3. “Joy to the World”
4.



Recognizing our Brokenness: Confession of Sin 
Public Reading

Lord, we have acted out of selfish ambition and vain conceit. Lacking in humility, we have 
valued ourselves above others. In our relationships with one another, we have not had the same 
mindset as Christ Jesus:
  Who took the very nature of a servant, 
  and  humbled himself 
  by becoming obedient to death— 
  even death on a cross!
Therefore we confess our sins, and ask your forgiveness.  We ask that we may die to ourselves, 
and subject ourselves to the rule of Christ.  And we joyfully bow our knees before His highest 
name, and proclaim that He is Lord!

Private Reflection
Words of Forgiveness

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who 
fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.  
(Ps 103.11,12)

Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: Lord’s Supper 
Jesus called those who find their life in His death and resurrection to receive the bread and cup as a tangible sign to 
remember and be strengthened by His Gospel.  It is a spiritual meal for all who believe in Him. 
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we come forward as families, groups and individuals to receive the bread and 
cup and for a prayer of blessing.  The second, fourth and fifth Sundays, we remain seated, with time to personally 
remember Jesus’ death and resurrection for us with the bread and cup.  Whether you take the elements or not, we 
encourage you to either come forward for prayer or use the time for personal reflection about your relationship with Jesus.
Juice is in the outer ring; wine is in inner rings.

Responding with Song 

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)  
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good 
deed and word.”    2 Thess. 2: 16, 17

Prayers for Those Not Taking the Bread and Cup
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I 
consider the reason for doing so.  If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of your 
identity.  Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more wicked and sinful than I ever dared allow, but through you I am more loved and 
accepted that I ever dared hope.  I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, to give me complete forgiveness and rightness 
with God.  Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, in joy I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

Prayer for Covenant Children (Not Yet Confirmed)
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church.  Help me more and more to know you, to love you, and to 
follow you as your faithful disciple.  Amen. 
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Please let us know about your visit with us!  
Also feel free to ask any questions about 
Grace Hill.

Please fill out the form to the right and place 
in the offering basket during “Giving back to 
God.” 

Or if you prefer you can send your name, 
email address, and mailing address by txt to 
919 593 2169 or by email to 
info@gracehillchurch.net. 

Your Name  _______________________________________

Email Address  _______________________________________

Phone Number  _______________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________

  _______________________________________
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